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SUBJECT: ECHEVERRIA CALLS FOR NEGOTIATION AND DIALOG ON 
BELIZE/GUATEMALA DISPUTE 

1. EMBASSY ASSUMES AMEMBASSY GUATEMALA WILL BE REPORTING 
IN MORE DETAIL ON VISIT OF PRESIDENT ECHEVERRIA TO 
GUATEMALA NOV. 13-15. AS REPORTED IN MEXICO CITY PRESS. 

ECHEVERRIA (ON BEING DECORATED BY GOG) SAID: "THE PRESENT 
TENSIONS IN THE REGION SHOULD NOT BE THE MOTIVE FOR 
CONFLICT AMONG OUR PEOPLES." "IN THE PRESENT CIRCUMSTANCES 
MEXICO INVOKES THE PRINCIPLES WHICH IT SUSTAINS IN ITS 
FOREIGN POLICY: THE PROSCRIPTION OF THE USE OF FORCE, THE 

PEACEFUL SOLUTION OF CONTROVERSY, NEGOTIATION AND DIALOG AMONG THE 
PARTIES AND ABSTENTION FROM ANY UNILATERAL MEASURE WHICH 
MIGHT MAKE MORE DIFFICULT (ENTORPECER) THE DEFINITIVE 
SOLUTION OF THE PROBLEM." 

2. ECHEVERRIA'S PUBLIC STATEMENT ON CITED OCCASION 
FOLLOWED PRIVATE CONVERSATIONS WITH PRESIDENT LAUGERUD 
AND ACCORDINGLY WE ASSUME IT WAS NOT A SURPRISE TO GOG NOR 
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